Assoc Ad 


i9. " г: 
Community Affairs File 


NGREEHENT OP MERGER 


A 4 
LATA i i H 


THIS AGREEMENT OP MERGER by әлі between GROW TERRE HAUTE А ВСЕ У 
an Indiana not-for-profit corporation (hereinafter гегеггес to as 
Ehe Лес Cor. port atin (and "VERB? NAUTS CONNITPEE ROR, ARS 
PROGRESS, INC., an Indiana not-for-profit corporation (hereinafter 
referred to as the "Surviving Corporation"), VITHESSETH: 


1, This Agreement of Пегдег constitutes a joint adreement 
between Пегаіпа Corporation and Survivina Corporation pursuant to 
Т.С. SEEN? апсы паш с е ccc rio!llewlndrthe-apbDmowva «of 
the Board or Directors апа members of both iiergine Corporation and 
Surviving Corporation апа shall take effect on September 1, 1983. 


Aa aa namo gr tier Wworbesabion is'Groy Terre dante, 
Inc. The nane of the Surviving Corporation is Terre Haute Committee 
for Area Progress, Inc. 


3%і "The merger of Merging Corporation and Surviving Cornoration 
shall be accomplished by submitting a resolution to the Boara of 
Directors апа membershin of both corporations, which resolution 
Shall incluce approval of this Agreement of Пегаег and, following 
SuchMappreval of the resolution oPsebiswAcreement of Merger by both 
the Board of Directors ano members of the two corporations, Articles 
of Merger shall ре filed with the Secretary of State of tne State of 
ace ae which shall provide that the mercer of the two cor»orations 
Shall be effective as of September 1, 1983. ‘The remaining terms*and 
conditions tne proposed mepacr and the mode осет супо them into 
effect shall be as follovs: 


МАЛА" КЕ ле assets and liabilities, ор” жекті 
Corporation shall become the sole ana exclu- 
Sive property and liability of Surviving 
Corporation which shall immeciately vest in 
Surviving Corporation as,.of 5epbtember-l, 1985; 


(b) The name of Surviving Corporation shall bc 
changed Enom Cho? Terre Haut&e'Cewnitteestor 
Area Progress, Inc. by a restatenent of tne 
Articles ӨТ Incorporation ote Suivi ving 
Corporation and amendment thereof to be 

{Alliance for Growth апд Progress, Lue - 


(с) Promptly arter effective date of the merger, 
an organizational meeting of the members of 
Surviving Corporation, Alliance for Growth 
and Procress, Inc., shall be called by mnem- 
begs те Бу H. Bpantz, Sister Jeanne mere 
and Eric A. Prey, who are appointed to be the 
three initial members of the Гоага of 
Directors of Alliance for Growth and Procress, 
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SUGGESTED MEMBERSHIP 
ALLIANCE FOR GROWTH AND PROGRESS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


President - 
Vice President - 
Vice President - 
Vice President - 
Vice President - 
Treasurer - 
Secretary - 


Jeanne Knoerle 
Vern Hux 

Jack Ragle 

Pete Chalos 
Welby M. Frantz 
Robert Boyer 
Betty Martin 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Pete Chalos 
Welby M. Frantz 
Jeanne Knoerle 
Vern Hux 
Robert Boyer 
Jack Ragle 
Betty Martin 
Doyle Miller 
George Miller 
Harmon Baldwin 
Earl Rogers 
Shel Hannig 
Don Foltz 

Sam Borden 
Merv Nolot 


Pat O'Leary 
Richard Landini 
Sam Hulbert 
John Scott 

Jim Spence 

John Schmidt 
Charles Uhl 
Arnold McDonald 
Bill Schindel 
Jimmy Strange 
Chuck Culp 

Ross Hedges 
Walt Kendrick 
Marc Elliott 
Don Smith 
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aa The All h and 
у^ ormed in 1983. Неге 
of activities since the 


"3 group в inception: 

‚ 9 Aug. 9, 1983 — Merger of 
pi Committee for Area Progress and 
i. Terre Haute is completed. 


~ € Aug. 31, 1983 — Board of 
22 Йігесіогв meets to set goals and set 
"ыр committee structure. Plans for - 
Oak Ridge Boys benefit concert 
discussed. 
ө Oct. 2, 1983 — Benefit concert 
raises $92,000. 
ө Nov. 19, 1983 — Executive 
committee conducts retreat to de- 
velop action plan for 1984. 


w out 
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accepted and term of present 
ba” continued until end of 


€ Jan. 18, 1984 — Alliance office 
set up in Merchants Bank Building 
and Carol Stevens named ad- 
ministrative assistant. 

Ф Jan. 31, 1984 — Alliance 
members entertain area legislators 
during reception in Indianapolis. 

ө Feb. 9, 1984 — Action priorities 
adopted include downtown re- 
vitalization, follow-up on targeted- 
industries study, development of 
marketing plan, action on in- 
dustrial parks and sites, upgrading 
community awareness and use of 


of two progress 


educational resources, financing of 
alliance, 

* March 1, 1984 — Alliance office 
moved to Tri-Industries Inc., 333 S. 
Third St. 

€ April 19, 1984 — Washington- 
based McManis Associates hired to 
follow up on ISU Targeted In- 
dustries study. 

ө July 31, 1984 Ad- 
ministrative assistant Carol 
Stevens resigns. 

€ Aug. 10, 1984 — Board of 
directors meets, followed by con- 
vening of membership to hear 
McManis interim report. 

ө Sept. 27, 1984 — Susan May- 
Brown hired as administrative 
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assistant. 

€ Oct. 4, 1984 — Consolidation 
reduces alliance committees from 
six to four: industrial development, 
community relations and educa- 
tional resources, legislative and 
finance. 

ө Nov. 1, 1984 — Recommenda- 
tions of McManis Report accepted, 
including recommendation to hire 
marketing director. 

€ Nov. 12, 1984 — Executive 
committee works on financing plan 
for alliance. 

€ Jan. 17, 1985 — New financing 
plan proposed to board of directors 
and membership. 


REFERENC 
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Growth, pro 


The Alliance. for Growth and 
Progress officially was born Mon- 
day afternoon during a meeting of 
the Terre Haute Committee for 
Area Progress Inc. and Grow Terre 
Haute Inc. 

Sister Jeanne Knoerle, outgoing 
president of St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
College. was elected the first presi- 
dent of the Alliance. 

“The Wabash Valley has a lot of 
effective and talented people and a 
history of working for what it 
wants. I hope what it wants is 
active, involved and succesful peo- 
ple to further the economic develop- 
ment of Wabash Valley,” Sister 
Knoerle said. 

The official vote on the merger of 
Grow Terre Haute and the CAP 
occurred during a luncheon meet- 
ing. attended by about 100 people, at 
the Holiday Inn. 4 

Welby М. Frantz, president of 


CAP, and Mayor P. Pete Chalos, 


president of Grow Terre Haute, 
conducted the voting formalities. 

The new organization, which as- 
sumes formal corporation status on 
Sept. 1, is dedicated to the develop- 
ment of the Wabash Valley. 

Leadership of the Alliance for 
Growth and Progress is vested in a 
seven-member executive commit- 
tee, which includes Sister Knoerle, 
vice presidents Vern Hux. John 
Ragle, Chalos and Frantz. Other 
officers elected were Robert Boyer, 
treasurer, and Betty Martin, secre- 
tary. 

Sister Knoerle sought approval of 
preliminary plans to publish an 
eight-page tabloid in The Tribune- 
Star in late September. She said The 
Tribune-Star would donate the pa- 
per. printing and distribution 
charges for the tabloid. 

It will be considered the first step 
in a long-range annual report to 
community. She said plans are to 


ogress groups 


merge, elect Sister Knoerle | 
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prepare a special insert each year to 
cite the growth and progress of the 
Wabash Valley. 

Information about new business 
expansions and the quality of life 
and educational attractions in Terre 
Haute will be included in the special 
newspaper section this fall. 

Allianee spokesmen say it will 


further the public's pride in Terre 


Haute by providing articles focusing 
on good news about the region. 
The Alliance board of directors 
elected Monday were: Patrick 
O'Leary, Richard Landini, Samuel 
Hulbert, John С. Scott. James 
Spence, John Schmidt, Charles Uhl, 
Arnold McDonald, Bill Schindel. 
Jimmy Strange. Charles Culp. Ross 
Hedges. Walter Kendrick, Marc El- 
liott, Don Smith. Merv Nolot, Sam 
Borden, Don Foltz. Shelton Hannig. 
Earl € Rodgers, Harmon Baldwin. 
George Miller and Doyle Miller. 
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Looking at the outlook 


Checking out a proposed cover for a community 
tabloid planned on the “Outlook Grow” program 
are (from the left) Welby Frantz, Sister Jeanne 
Knoerle and Mayor Pete Chalos. The planned 
tabloid is one element of the overall program 
supported by elements of the community includ- 


Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 


ing the Alliance for Growth and Progress, a new 
group formed by the merger of the Terre Haute 
Committee for Area .Progress and Grow Terre 
Haute. Sister Jeanne is. president of the new 
orgaaization which includes Frantz and the 
mayor among several vice nresidents. 
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By Patricia Krapesh 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Plans for the upcoming Oak Ridge 
Boys benefit concert dominated 
discussion Wednesday during an 
' Alliance for Growth and Progress 
board of directors meeting. 

Proceeds from the Oct. 2 benefit 
performance will go to the Alliance, 
whose purpose is to promote 
economic development in the 
Wabash Valley, Robert M. Boyer, 
treasurer of the 2Y2-week-old group, 
said. 

The group has not decided how the 
funds will be used. ‘‘There’s a lot of 
things that fall under economic 
development," Boyer said. 

Although general ticket sales for 
the concert by the popular country 
music group may net $35.000 to 
$45,000, the Alliance hopes to raise 
four times that amount from sponsor 
contributions. 

Executive committee member 
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John LEES ayy is "ond of 
the committee to solicit benefit 
sponsors. The goal is to sell 375 
sponsorships and raise $100,000, 
from which some concert costs will 
be subtracted. 

Sponsorship categories bear the 
names of one precious gem and two 
precious metals: 25 diamond 
sponsors, at $1,000 each, would raise 
$25,000; 100 gold sponsors, $500 each, 
would add $50,000; and 250 silver 
sponsors, $100 each, would provide 
another $25,000. 

In exchange for the tax-deductible 
contributions, the sponsors receive: 
diamond — six seats, six cocktail 
party tickets, full page program 
advertisement; gold — 4 seats, six 
tickets, and a half-page advertise- 
ment; and silver — 2 seats, two 
party tickets, and name in the 
program. 

“The Oak Ridge Boys are paid a 
handsome amount per concert, so 
their contribution to the community 
through this benefit is a very 


significant one," a report from the 
seven-member executive committee 
stated. 

“Fantastic” was Boyer's descrip- 
tion of the board's enthusiasm about 
the concert. That attitude, in turn, 
"wil generate some outstanding 
support in this community for the 
concert," he said. 

In other business Wednesday, the 
board elected four new members and 
adopted working goals. With the 
addition of C. Don Nattkemper, John 
N. Royse, Roland K. Swingley and 
Robert L. Wright, the board totals 34 
persons, Boyer said. 

Goals adopted Wednesday com- 
mitted the Alliance to several 
endeavors: 

* Unify the community to better 
utilize existing agencies for the 
promotion of economic develop- 
ment. 

* Assist local, existing business 
and industry efforts to improve and 
expand. 

* Develop and promote a positive 
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image for Terre Haute and the 
Wabash Valley. 

* Develop a stable and continuing 
system of financing the Alliance. 

Named as chairmen of various 
policy committees were: Doyle 
Miller, industrial relations; Sam E. 
Borden, public relations; George 


Miller, site improvement; Arnold L. - 
‘McDonald, educational resources; 


Nattkemper and Wright, legislative 
action; and Swingley, finance. 

The Alliance was formed Aug. 8 
with a merger vote by members of 
both the Committee for Area 
Progress and Grow Terre Haute. 

Sister Jeanne Knoerle, president 
of the Alliance, attended the morn- 
ing meeting, but could not be 
reached Wednesday afternoon for 
comment. 

Other executive comittee 
members include Vernon E. Hux, 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos, Welby M. 
Frantz, and Ragie, all vice presi- 
dents; Betty Mantin, secretary, and 
Boyer. 
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funds' use 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A decision is still to be made about 
how proceeds from Sunday's Oak 
Ridge Boys' concert will be spent to 
boost area economic development, 
Alliance for Growth and Progress 
Chairman Sister Jeanne Knoerle, 
S.P., said Tuesday. ! 

“The thing [Alliance] was turned 
upside down" when the pop band 
made the offer of a free concert so 
soon after the Alliance was formed, 
Sister Knoerle said, explaining why 
no specific use for the money has 
been designated. 

The Alliance, merging the Com- 
mittee for Area Progress and Grow 
Terre Haute, occurred Aug. 9, less 
than a week before the band's offer 
on Aug. 15. 

Sister Knoerle said spending de- 
cisions are in the hands of six 
Alliance committees which are not 
fully in place. 

The committees making the de- 
cisions and their chairmen include: 
industrial relations, Doyle Miller, 
Hercules Inc. manager; public rela- 
tions, Sam Borden, Ivy Tech dean; 
site improvement, George Miller, 
owner of B&A Electric; educational 
resources, Arnold McDonald, 
Tribune-Star publisher; legislative 
action, C. Don Nattkemper and 
Robert L. Wright, local lawyers; and 
finance, Roland Swingley, president 
of a local auto dealership. | 

"I am the catalyst for making 
things happen," Sister Knoerle said 
about her position as Alliance presi- 
dent. The Alliance, she added, is for 
“identifying what the {local 
economic] needs are and to bring the 
right people together.”’ 

Meanwhile, latest ticket sales 
figures for the benefit concert show 
about 6,000 sold, Cliff Lambert, 
Hulhemn Center director, said. 
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Роршаг T: БЕР] rs n e Oak Ridge 
Boys’ calibre are besieged with requests 
for their time and talent, usually by 
organizations hoping and needing to 
raise money for worthwhile causes of 
every spot and stripe. 

Frequently, of course, entertainers 
with open dates make such contribu- 
tions. 

All of which makes the upcoming Oak 
Ridge Boys benefit in Terre Haute that 
much more impressive. 

The Oaks did not have an open date. 
They made one. And no one had to ask 
the Oak Ridge Boys. It was their idea to 
come here October 2, their idea to stage 
a concert and donate all the proceeds for 
the economic development of the 
Wabash Valley. 

This generous gesture by the Oak 
Ridge Boys, who are relatively new to 
the Wabash Valley, is expected raise 
about $100,000. The money will be 
entrusted to the newly formed Alliance 
for Growth and Progress for use in the 
highly competitive business of attempt- 

ing to lure business and industry to the 
Wabash. Valley. States, municipalities 
and groups similar to the the Alliance 
are spread across the nation, all out 
beating the bushes for business. It is a 
vital task that requires spending money 
to make money for the hometown. 

Money is something the local Alliance 
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does not have, but the Oak Ridge Boys' 
offer promises to provide it. 

While this was the Oak Ridge Boys' 
offer and it is their talent that hopefully 
will fill Hulman Center, this gig really 
belongs to all of the Wabash Valley. 
Local civic leaders, Such as Jack Ragel, 
are out selling the tickets and the local 
media outlets are going to provide 
promotional advertising free of charge. 

Local radio stations, particularly, 
deserve credit for agreeing to promote 
the Oak Ridge Boys concert. Because the 
Oak Ridge Boys came here last year and 
purchased a competitive station with 
which the Oaks' name is widely as- 
sociated, other radio stations interested 
in promoting this concert found 
themselves arguably in a position of 
promoting a competitor. But the local 

radio stations looked beyond that to the 
community good, to the future of the 
Wabash Valley.- They have joined the 
local television stations and this 
newspaper in agreeing to free advertis- 


The public-at-large can also 
participate in this effort to improve the 
lot of the Wabash Valley. And the 
public's role is the easiest: Buy a ticket 
and go to the concert. A ticket will get 
you a good time that night and a good 
future in the Wabash Valley. 
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vestern singers. sang 


benefit cor Sun. 
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sponded in kind. A No :F 


ys" was carried across 
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y: S ur proof of that sentiment, 
Terre Haute has named a street in 
the band's honor — Oak Ridge Boys 
Blvd. at Harrison Industrial Park, a 
symbolic location. At the end of the 
concert, the band got an oversized 
street sign bearing their names. 

Proceeds from the three-hour 
benefit concert will be used by the 
Wabash Valley Alliance for Growth 
and Progress, whose goal is to 

: improve the city's economic future. 

“This town has been very good to 
the Oak Ridge Boys,” singer Joe 
Bonsall said at a pre-concert press 
conference when asked if their 

motives for the concert were un- 
selfish. - 

“It welcomed us іп and we decided 
at that time that we would give 
E back," he said. “What we 
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“do m 15 m 903 а so a benefit 


concert was what we decided to be. 


0 an appreciative. Terre our way of giving back. Are we gt ing 


неле. from it? Sure, anytime yo 
o something good, you benefit. 
"Our Station doesn't even play our 


music,” he said of the local radio. 
greeted the singers station WPFR-AM and FM 
tanding ovation, as fans purchased by the quartet іп July 
E bouquets, gifts and notes ] 
‘onstage. A banner claiming 
“Мара п Valley Loves the Oak 


1982. “It plays rock and beautiful 
music. Our country music is played 
on competitive stations," the tenor 
said. p 
“When we came here, people said, 
“Oh my God, why would you want to 
come to Terre Haute?' That bothers 
me. This is a great Mid-Western city 
and people here should be proud of 


their city.” 


The Oak Ridge Boys donated 
everything to the concert. Traveling 
expenses were paid for both Shelly 
West and the Grass Roots band. Both 
West and the band, led by Rob Grill, 
donated their talents to the concert. 

“This is just the very beginning of 
the work the Alliance will be doing,” 
said its president, Sister Jeanne 


` Knoerle, at the press conference. 


Their goal was 5100,000. 

“The money we will realize from 
this concert will enable us to 
undertake other, more specific pro- 
jects,” “she «said, but did not 
elaborate on those projects. 
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nets $87,947 from Oaks' gig 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Oak Ridge Boys benefit 
concert Oct. 2 netted the Wabash 
Valley Alliance for Growth and 
Progress $87,947, Sister Jeanne 
Knoerle, Alliance president, re- 

_ vealed ‘Tuesday. 

Knoerle, president of St. Mary-of- 
the-Woods College, said a statement 
of income and expenses report shows 
a gross income of $149,574 and 
expenses of $61,627. 

Although the Oak Ridge Boys 
donated their time, others were not 
as charitable. 


Indiana State University’s ° 


Hulman Civic University Center 
charged the Alliance rent of $6,500, 
along with other expenses adding up: 
to $6,076. 

Clifford L. Lambert, director of* 
Hulman Center; refused to elaborate 
on the $6,076 expenses charged the 
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Alliance. : 
Lambert said the university 
"waived nearly .$5,000" in other 


expenses for the Alliance. He 
declined to discuss what. those 
expenses were. 

Fred Nation, a spokesman for the 
Alliance, disclosed the various ex- 
penses that made up the $6,076. They 
included: $3,500 for stage hands, 
$337.40 for ticket printing, $96 for 
rental towels the performers failed 
to return, $750 for ushers, $812.50 for 
security, $157.50 for nurses, $40 for 
piano tuning, $190 in salaries for 
ticket office staff, and $131.25 for 
salaries for persons working ov- 
ertime to have the building open the 
night before the performance. 

Nation said Hulman Center 
waived $5,000 in rental fees for the 
performance. 

A sponsors' pre-show reception, 
attended by some 1,000 persons, cost 
$12,259, and tickets provided to 
persons who were diamond ($1,000), 


gold ($500) and silver ($100) donors 
amounted to $10,500. Donors were 
provided tickets to the cocktail party 
and perfomance for their contribu- 
tions. 

Other expenses included: support- 
ing acts (Shelly West and and the 
Grass Roots), $3,750; technical sup- 
port, $5,148; programs and promo- 
tion, $9,858, T-shirts, $3,572, and 
unsold tickets, $3,964. 

Income was generated in the form 
of box-office ticket sales, $77,690; 
sponsorships, $65,275, and programs 
and T-shirts, $6,609. b 

Knoerle said the concert proceeds 
will be used for a yet to be 
announced Alliance goal. 

Knoerle said Alliance hopes to 
announce on Dec. 1 specific projects 
the group hopes to undertake. 

Alliance members will conduct an 
all-day planning session Nov. 19 to 
discuss future goals, Knoerle said. 

The Oak Ridge Boys own radjo 
station WPFR. 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


What Sister Jeanne Knoerle 
termed an ambitious action plan was 
presented Thursday morning during 
the meeting of the Terre Haute 
Alliance for Growth and Progress. 

“We may not accomplish every 
single item," Sister Knoerle, al- 
liance president said, adding that she 
hoped a majority of the plans listed 
would see fruition. 

Committee chairmen and 
members of the executive commit- 
tee have been meeting frequently 
since mid-October to formulate the 
six-page plan, Sister Knoerle said 
after the membership meeting. 

Plans were completed during an 
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all-day retreat Nov. 19 at St. Mary- 
of-the-Woods College and approved 
by the executive board Nov. 29. 

General budget guidelines sug- 
gested by the executive committee 
to carry out the projects range from 
$35,000 to $70,000. Development of a 
specific budget will be accomplished 
by March 1, Sister Knoerle said. 

The March date was selected to 
give each committee time to de- 
termine the cost of projects which 
need funding. 

According to the treasurer’s re- 
port, the alliance has total assets of 
$99,705.49. 

Robert M. Boyer, treasurer, said 
more than $92,000 of the total budget 
is income from a benefit concert 
given Oct. 2 by the Oak Ridge Boys. 
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Terre Haute Civic Improvement 
Inc., formed to buy downtown 
properties and since disbanded, 
donated $5,000 to the alliance. 

An additional $248 was available 
after outstanding bills were paid by 
the now defunct Grow Terre Haute 
Inc. 

Boyer said Thursday that more 
money should be coming from the 
former Terre Haute Committee for 
Area Progress Inc. 

The alliance was born Aug. 8 from 
a merger of Grow Terre Haute and 
Committee for Area Progress. It 
assumed formal corporation status 
Sept. 1. 

A primary goal of the organization 
is to boost the economic develop- 
ment of the Wabash Valley. 
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Trouble- shooting for im ustries | 
among alliance's goals for « earl 84 


Ву Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Between now and July 1, 1984, 
members of the Terre ‘Haute A Al- 
.. Jiance for Growth and Progress ess hope 
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of interest to local industry and a 
program to provide speakers on 
basic economic and business con- 
cepts in the schools. 

* A Targeted Industries Study 
prepared by the Center for Research 
and Management Studies at Indiana 


to accomplish a long list of items. State University and presented to 


Six committees, each reporting to 
the executive committee, will imple- 
ment plans in the areas of industrial 
relations, site improvement, educa- 
tional resources, public relations, 
legislative action and finance. 

Highlights of the plan include: 

* Establishment of a permanent 
office to be staffed by a part-time 
administrative assistant. The office 
will be at Tri-Industries Corp. when 
space becomes available. For the 
interim, Merchants National Bank 
will provide space. 

* A trouble-shooting process to 
assist in solving any problems which 
may emerge in local industries. 
Doyle Miller, chairman of the in- 
dustrial-relations committee, said 


he is unaware of any current 


problems, but some may occur in the 
future. | | 

* An annual business and industry 

-appreciation day, seminars on issues 
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the alliance by the Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce will be 
utilized to develop a plan for 
attracting new industry to the area. 

* Development and dissemination 
of promotional materials for attract- 
ing new industry, including the 
placement of advertisements in 
trade publications and the use of 
direct mail. 

* A central file of information 
about the Wabash Valley is to be 
prepared and maintained. The file 
will include general demographic 
statistics, available management, 
marketing and communications ex- 
pertise and information about re- 
sources which better the quality of 
life. 

* Host and hostess committees 
will be established to welcome 
corporate and other visitors and 
their spouses to the community. 

* Regular coordination meetings 


miqunity Affairs Е File 2y 


Da 


Бе agencies and а comm unity 
calendar to assist in proper planning 
of events has been established. 

* Development and/or Eng of. 


media presentations abou city 
and op rtunities available in the 
area and geared for use by ғ variety 


of audiences. 


“А quarterly “newsk É isj 
planned for alliance memi ers, as 
well as an annual repo for the 


' community as a whole. July 1 is the 


date set for publication of the annual 
report. Information and “activities 
directed at development of com- 
munity awareness and pride also are 
planned. 


* Already in progress are visits 
with area legislators to inform them 
of the purpose and -plans of the 
alliance. Future plans call for a 
privately. funded reception in In- 
dianapolis for legislators to make 
them aware of the alliance's E nas 
and plans. 

* Development of a plan to work 
with community agencies on a 
cohesive, phased beautification plan 
for various parts of the city, with 
particular focus on the downtown. 
area. 
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.. The 642 ‚ f homic develop- 
-ment in the Wabasli Valley took a giant 
-step forward last fall when previously 
competitive organizations merged their 
efforts into a single effort called the 
Alliance for Grewth-and Progress. . 
. “The Alliance has had several meetings 
“in the past few months and set for itself 
a number of objectives, some of them 
specific, but most of them rather 
generic. Its accomplishments to date 
have been in internal organization only, 
at least so far as we can tell. 
While some might regard it as unfair 
to already be writing a report card on an 
! organization still in its infancy, we do not 
apologize for our lack of patience with 
such things as community and economic 
development. 
'. The economic climate is improving 
“quickly in this country, and business 
expansions are taking place or being 
“planned now. The Wabash Valley needs 
"to be in the race for those expansions; 
we can't afford to go through the crawl- 
"walk years before we're able to run the 
race. 
Because we are impatient and because 
the economic development fruit is riping 
~-for professional pickers, we believe the 
Alliance needs to hire a full-time 
economic development professional, one 
with experience as a business recruiter. 
And we don't mean a local political hack 
or somebody's nephew. We mean a pro. 
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If the Alliance does not have the 
money necessary for such an employee 
— and it doesn't — there are federal 
funds that could be secured for this 
effort. We urge the Alliance, in conjunc- 
tion with the West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District, to 
make application for the funds and to ask 
Congressman John Myers to make sure 
they are awarded to the Wabash Valley. 


LoT T TEN Y PTS (we) — Жа. Же A, д lue Commun'iy AT 


Alliance's reception 
commitment to 


By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


INDIANAPOLIS — Nearly 50 
Terre Haute business and industry 
leaders, politicians and other in- 
terested persons Tuesday night 
showed state officials the Wabash 
Valley i$ organized and working for 
its own development and growth. 

“We showed them [legislators] we 
have an organized community on the 
move," Mayor P. Pete Chalos said. 

Many weary-eyed legislators took 
time off from their 14-hour work day 
to accept the invitation from Al- 
liance 'for Growth and Progress to 
get acquainted with Terre Haute's 
supporters at a reception. The 
lawmakers were not just from the 
immediate Wabash Valley area. but 
represented nearly every part of 
Indiana. 

Vigo County Republicans and De- 
mocrats stood shoulder to shoulder 
to demonstrate bi-partisan support 


T*FEBI1 


SISTER JEANNE KNOERLE 


for Terre Haute and the valley. 
Business and industry was here 
with labor: city and county govern- 


ys: 


illustrates 


STOW: 


Chalo 


nity Affairs. File 
Сапта were telling the same 
story; representatives-of public and 
private agencies welcomed all, and | 
public and higher education were 
represented by the top administrator 
from each institution in the area. 

“АП these people are interested in 
the Wabash Valley, and they are. 
here to say we do exist," Alliance 
President Sister Jean Knoerle said. 
“We wanted to show that we are 
organized to accomplish things we 
can't do separately." 

Gov. Robert Orr was among those 
attending the reception. He told 
Sister Knoerle he was pleased to 
learn that an organization like the - 
Alliance exists in the Wabash Valley. 
The governor said he thought the 
area shows potential for postive 
growth. 

“The governor knows who we are 
and that Terre Haute is united," 
Chalos said. 1 

"[ think ме showed them Terre 
Haute has a new image." Chalos 


- said. 
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New development effort 
a remake of an old song 
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2 Tete eia lesse. 
In your page one story regarding revitalization 

of the Terre Haute House (March 23), I was 

surprised to learn that the primary mission of the 

A Growth and Progress has apparently 


Your story quoted AGP Vice President Welby 
Frantz as saying, “downtown revitalization has 
been targeted as the Alliance's main concern." 
My, how things change! 

The Alliance for Growth and Progress came 
into being when the Committee for Area Progress 
and GROW Terre Haute were merged. GROW 
Terre Haute was created a little over three years 
ago, largely through the efforts of the Chamber 
of Commerce, to bring several local groups who 
were all working for economic and industrial 
development under one umbrella group. 

The original objective was to get the Mayor's 
office, the Department of Redevelopment, West 
Central indiana, the Committee for Area Progress 
and the Chamber of Commerce to coordinate their 
efforts and eliminate duplication. For a variety 
of reasons GROW Terre Haute began to flounder. 
Consequently, Mayor Chalos and Welby Frantz 
engineered a merger of the organization with the 


old Committee for Area Progress into what has. 


become known as the Alliance for Growth and 
Progress. Sister Jeanne Knoerle was named 
President of the new group and the Oak Ridge 
Boys graciously did a benefit performance to 
raise "seed" money to fund it. 

From the outset the objective of GROW Terre 
Haute was to make sure Vigo County had the first 
opportunity to secure new industrial prospects 
seeking to locate or relocate in west-central 
Indiana. It was agreed that the Chamber of 
Commerce would continue to focus its attention 


on “service to existing industry" in the area. 


When the Alliance for Growth and Progress was 
created it was again reiterated that the primary 
goal would be to work for economic and industrial 
development in Vigo County and west-central 
Indiana. The Chamber of Commerce was to 
continue to focus upon “service to existing” 
industry. 


As a result of this renewed commitment from 
a number of influential community leaders in 
AGP, the Chamber of Commerce turned over to 
the AGP the recently completed ‘Targeted 
Industry Study." Since then, the AGP has added 
many new players to its roster and created who- 
тау committees. However, there 
appears to have been little of substance ac- 
complished. 

Until today's story, the most recent thing we've 
read in your newspaper concerning the Alliance 
for Growth and Progress was the involvement of 
Sister Knoerle and Mayor Chalos in the Midland 
(Anchor) Glass Co. dilemma. According to your 
reports, the Mayor and Sister Jeanne met with all 
the parties involved to explore whatever means 
might be available to keep the industry in the 
community. I wonder, however, why Ross Hedges 
was not asked to participate in those discussions, 
since everyone agreed that the Chamber's role 
was “service to existing industry?" 

Now we read that the primary goal of the 
Alliance for Growth and Progress is downtown 
revitalization. I wonder what people like Sid 
Levin, John Logan and countless others must 
think when they read such a statement. I also 
wonder what's happened to the AGP's original 
goal of soliciting economic and industrial develop- 
ment for Vigo County? I wonder what's being done 
with the $90,000 the Oak Ridge Boys raised for the 


community? 
It all sounds to me like a new version of an old 
song. 
—Bob Rouse 
—General Manager 
—WVTS 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A blue-chip panei of civic and 
business leaders, making up the 
' Alliance for Growth and Progress, is 
moving out of an organizational 
phase and into a position of 
coordinating economic development 
activities. 

A recommendation is expected 
April 19 on how to use a 1983 Indiana 
State University study targeting 
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locating or expanding here. 

An Alliance industrial-relations 
committee, chaired by Doyle Miller, 
solicited 10 professional industrial- 
development firms for identifying 
those firms, assessing site availabili- 
ty and coming up with a marketing 
plan to convince those firms to 
locate here. - 

The top three industrial-develop- 
ment firms are scheduled to be 
ee by the committee April 


m 2 


decide 


“industries most suitable for either” 


to curry BE of area legislators by 
sponsoring a luncheon today at the 
Holiday Inn, U.S. 41 South. Alliance 
members converged on the state 
capitol earlier this year to apprise 
Gov. Robert D. Orr and other state 

leaders of the group's work. 
Action on ISU's targeted-in- 
dustries study is the second priority 
on the Alliance's list of concerns. 
Downtown revitalization tops the 
list: and the reopening of the Terre 
Haute House, located at Seventh 
t 


how 


- The Alliance will continue efforts 


wi temporary offices in the 
Merchant Bank Building. New Al: 


Vigo 


Con 
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Street and Wabash Avenue, is con- 
sidered the cornerstone of the 
group's efforts. 

In other Alliance activities: 

e A coordinating committee has 
been charged with eliminating ov- 
erlap in activities of constituent 
agencies including the Alliance, city, 
the Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the West Central Indiana Economic 
Development District. ~ 
е Carol Stevens was hired as the 
Alliance’s administrative assistant 


~ 


liance offices will be opened 
sometime this month at Tri-Inj 
dustries, on South Third Street. | 


е Efforts to keep the local Anchor 
Glass Co. plant, employing 345 
persons, afloat apparently were too 
little, too late. Company officials 
had already decided to close the 
facility by the time Alliance Presi- 
dent Sister Jeanne Knoerle and 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos intervened on 
the workers' behalf. 
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D.C. firn begins study 
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By Joe Baker 
Tripune- Star Staff Reporter 


A Washington, D.C., consulting 
firm, whose recommendations led to 
а reduction in unemployment to 10 
percent from 26 percent in Flint, 
Mich., four years ago, began work on 
a study to get Terre Haute back on 
its atest. 

ss Bo senior vice president 
HE MEMO Associates Inc., and 
retta Elliott began in- 
terviewing community leaders Mon- 
day: as part of a four-month study for 
retaining and attracting industry to 
the area. 


The firm was hired by the Titiance 
for Growth and Progress, a group of 


civic and industria rs attempt- 


ing to coordinate area economic- 


development efforts. 

Boyle said an Indiana State Un- 
iversity study released last year is 
giving his study a head start in 
pinpointing industries to be lured 


he 
The university’s targeted-in- 
dustries study identifed more than 30 
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industries suitable for development 
in Terre Haute, notably those deal- 


ing with health care, plastics and 


drug and pharmaceutical supplies. 

“That kind of study would have 
needed to be done," Boyle said. 
* We're coming in with the assump- 
tion that it is a sound study. Our 
effort is to validate it." 

He said the ISU study was correct 
in stating that efforts to attract so- 
called high-technology industry 
might be misdirected. 

Boyle said he and and Elliott will 
return to Washington later this week 
and cross-check information ob- 
tained here against findings in the 
ISU study. A staff of four will 
conduct a computer analysis, he 
said. 

Boosting local industrial prospects 
might not necessarily mean luring 
new industry, Boyle said, but creat- 
ing an environment for expanding 
existing industry and spurring en- 
trepreneurial efforts. 

"It may be that fine-tuning is 
needed to get at the issue" of 
boosting industrial expansion, Boyle 
said. 
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Results of fine-tuning were 
evidenced in Flint. 

Assisting the automobile- 
manufacturing town, he said, was a 
case of transforming the city’s 
greatest liability into its biggest: 
asset. 

Previously closed General Motors 
facilities were resurrected as 
“Buick City’’ for manufacturing car 
parts that GM had been forced to buy 
from outside sources in recent 
years. - 

Boyle said his firm calculated that 
if GM's 22-day parts inventory could 
be reduced to a matter of hours, 
interest charges which added $700 
onto new-car costs could be saved, 
making GM competitive in parts 
manufacturing. 

Diversifying GM's product line, 
culminating in the opening of Buick 
City, was largely responsible for 
cutting Flint's jobless rate from 26 
percent to between 10 and 12 
percent, Boyle said. 

Boyle is a partner with Jerry 
McManis, after whom the consulting 
firm is named. 


INDIANAPOLIS (UPI) 
Public-private partnership is the 
buzzword for Indiana's style of 
economic development, which 
features fast service with a smile 
McDonald's style. 

The partnership system has 
been given credit for Indiana's two 
most recent economic develop- 
ment coups: A Sony Corp. decision 
to build a new plant in Terre Haute 
and the move of the Hudson In- 
stitute from New York to In- 
dianapolis. 

‘Unique in America 
unreplicated anyplace” were how 
Hudson Institute president 
Thomas Bell described Indiana's 
a ership system, which has 

en institutionalized through a 
network of economic development 
councils. The councils draw mem- 
bers from government, business, 
labor and financial circles. 

In South Bend, it's called Project 
Future. That city's two-year-old 
council includes city officials from 
South Bend and Mishawaka and 
representatives of labor and in- 
dustry. 

Evansville has a Metropolitan 
Progress Committee. Terre Haute 
boasts the Alliance for Growth and 

e mission of all the groups "is 
to serve as a catalyst for public ac- 
tion when public action is 
required" to attract jobs, ex- 
plained Ken Kobe, director of 
business and financial services for 
the State Department of Com- 
' merce, 

Terre Haute's council, like most 
throughout the state, was formed 
about two years ago when Indiana 
was in the throes of the recession. 
Its membership includes the 
president of the county and city 
councils, the mayor, university 
representatives, Chamber of Com- 
merce officials, bankers and union 
leaders. 


Partnership 
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“I don't think there's any city in 
the country that can afford to be 
without a partnership between the 
governmental agencies and 
private agencies when it comes to 
development," said Terre Haute 
Mayor Pete Chalos. 


Chalos said industries looking to 
relocate or expand know which 
communities can most enhance 
their investment. And often the 
community which responds with 
the greatest speed ends up on top. 


The Terre Haute council played 
a key role when Sony officials 
began looking for a site, low- 
interest financing and other in- 
centives to build a laser video disc 
plant in the community. 


"When we were dealing with 
Sony ... they wanted answers 
right now, commitments today," 
Chalos said. ‘‘Being able to follow 
through and produce is extremely 
important.”’ 

"A community has to be able to 
come up with sites and financing 
and say, yes, I'll sell that site and 
we'll negotiate it in one day, not 
five weeks," Chalos said. “You 
have to have a real cooperative ef- 
fort to do that.” 

Commitments that make up an 
economic development package 
come from numerous sources, 
ranging from local utilities to 
government to other businesses, 
Chalos said. If all those sources 
can be brought together quickly, a 
deal is more apt to be made. 

The Hudson Institute's decision 
to relocate here from Croton-On- 
Hudson, N.Y.. was the result of 
similar community cooperation. 

The prestigious national think 
tank was searching for a new 
home, in part, because it wasn't 
receiving the financial support it 
needed in New York, president 
Bell said. 

Thomas Moses, chairman of the 


TAE) 4 Associe 
Indianapolis Water Co. and co- 
chairman of the Indianapolis 
Growth Project, moved into ac- 
tion. 

A $1.5 million grant from Lilly 
Endowment, $750,000 from the 
business community amd $100,000 
from the state to pay for moving 
expenses was forthcoming. 

Moses credits Indianapolis 
Mayor Richard Lugar, now In- 
diana’s senior senator, with 
initiating the partnership concept 
in the city and Mayor William Hud- 
nut with having the sense to ex- 
pand it. 

The Growth Project is the 
byproduct of their ideas. Moses 
said. The not-for-profit industrial 
development corporation works 
with developers, local utilities and 
city, state and federal government 
in assisting businesses with ex- 
pansion or relocation projects. 

It also surveys existing 
businesses to find out if things are 
going well because, as executive 
secretary Sharon Lawrence puts 
it, “We don't just want new 
business. We want old ones to stay 
here." 


Probably the most visible suc- 
cess of the Indianapolis part- 
nership effort is the construction of 
the Hoosier Dome and the arrival 
of the Indianapolis Colts football 
team. 


The stadium was just an idea on 
the drawing board when the city 
Chamber of Commerce got in- 
volved, conducting a study to 
determine if the project was finan- 
cially possible. 

“They had a positive report," 
Moses recalled. “Тһеп there was 
the question how can we raise the 
money necessary to put this into 
being. After considering a lot of 
alternatives, the politicians and 
private sector, in a dialogue, said 
the best thing we can do is have an 
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additional tax on food and 


beverages in Marion County.” 


A lobbying effort by both govern- Я? 


ment and business officials con- 
vinced the Legislature to authorize 
the tax and the city county council 
approved it. 

Large cities aren't the only ones 
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which are using the partnership -- 


concept to attract new industry. 
The Registered Cities and Towns 
program, coordinated by the 
Department of Commerce, has 
promoted formation of public-c 
private councils third ic edt the 
state. 

The program, aimed at en- 
couraging local economic develop- 
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ment efforts, requires its 200-plus - 


member communities to for 
steering committees made up of 
local officials, business executives 
andlabor leaders. 

“In some areas where they have 
an active chamber already, these 
steering committees might serve 
in the background," said project —— 
coordinator Janet McCully. "Ini ps 
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—other areas, they might be th 
lead." 

McCully said the councils have 
experienced varying degrees of 
+ success, “whether they are just 
now getting people in the com- 
munity to talk together, are put- 
ting together a five-year growth 
plan or are getting businesses to 
locate there.” 

A statewide partnership council 
has been given the task of im- 
plementing the state's new long- 
term economic development 
strategy. Gov. Robert Orr has said 
he would like to create the council 
by statute to ensure it becomes a 
part of Indiana law. 

The state Chamber of Commerce 
is also a big believer in the success 
of partnerships. Two years ago, 
the statewide business 
organization formed the Indiana 
Growth and Opportunity Council, 
whose main purpose is to work 
with government to foster 
economic development. 

John Evans, chamber vice 


e 


presiient and head of the council, 
said partnerships here have had 
more success than other states. 
because the relationship between: 
business and government in In- 
diana has never been adversarial. 

"That's mainly a credit to the 
political institutions and business 
institutions we have in this state,” 
Evans said. 

“It essentially comes down to 
communication," Kobe agreed. 
"Why that doesn't work other 
places, I couldn't tell you. This 
state seems to pull it off better 
than others.” 

Chalos speculates that Indiana's 
worse-than-average recession 
gave government and business of- 
ficials greater-than-average deter- 
mination to find an economic 
development strategy that works. 

“It's not like one person can go to 
New York and bring back an in- 
dustry," Chalos said. "It doesn't 
happen like that. It takes total 
community. If you can't do that, 
some other community can." 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Assistance for manufacturing 
and production prospects is the 
best route to travel toward re- 
vitalizing the area economy, a 
research consultant told Alliance 
for Growth and Progress members 
on Friday. 


The assessment by M. Ross 
Boyle, senior vice president, 
McManis Associates Inc., 
Washington, echoed findings from 
a 1983 Indiana State University 
study, targeting specific industries 
for development here, but offered a 
partial blueprint for how those 
‘ndustries might be attracted and 
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retained. 

The alliance, formed a year ago 
to coordinate area development 
efforts, hired Boyle in May to make 
the assessment, part of which he 
outlined during a luncheon meet- 
ing at the Holiday Inn. 

In today’s situation you are 
most likely to be competitive in the 
area of httracting or encouraging 
the creation of production 
facilities," Boyle said. He rated the 
area as "very competitive" in the 
Midwest and "reasonably com- 
petitive’ nationwide in efforts to 
attract production facilities in cer- 
tain kinds of manufacturing. 

In addition, Boyle rated the 
area's access to markets and 
transportation as good, while call- 
ing the Jabor force productive and 


¿Vigo County Public Library 


reas tand “ng priced” for a 
Midwest an Dor badly out of price 
sync” in the U 


"The area HER. up in produc- 
tivity and output what it may lack 
in competition with some of the 
southern states in wage differen- 
tials," Boyle said. 

Manufacturing operations offer- 
ing the best area growth prospects 
are in the fields of radio-television 
equipment, construction and re- 
late machinery, pharmaceuticals, 
agricultural chemicals, plastic 
products and medicinals, Boyle 
said. 

Specifically, Boyle said: 

e CBS/Sony Inc. and Sony Corp. 
of America's decision to locate here 
"js an image opportunity you can 
build on" with radio-TV equipment 
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SS OC ДЫ. Boyle said. With 
40 percent of the U.S. converted to 
cable television, the remaining 60 
percent offers a potential economic 
oon for equipment manufactur- 
ing. 

€ Deteriorating sewers, water 
lines and roads across the nation 
will require multi-billion-dollar in- 
vestments in construction 
machinery, Boyle said, adding that 
“it's a time-bomb that's ticking.” 
Replacing New York City's anti- 
quated water system alone has 
been estimated to cost 530 billion. 

€ Growth in pharmaceuticals is 
projected at 3 percent a year for the 
next five years and Terre Haute — 
because of Pfizer — is poised for 
tapping that burgeoning market, 
Boyle said. 


eA strong local resence boosts 
area prospects for expanding 
agricultural chemicals manufac- 
turing that Boyle said is expected 
to increase by 5 percent a year in 


coming years. 
ө With a diversity in plastics 
manufacturing, "all of those 


markets are really dramatic, grow- 
ing markets," with projected 
growth of nearly 7 percent in the 
next five years. "It has a very 
substantial base from which it is 
growing, so it's not a small base 
with large percentages." 

ө Manufacturing of medicinals, 
which was targeted in the ISU 
study as the top industry for 
attracting here, offers one of the 
most dramatically increasing fields 
in the U.S., Boyle said. 
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“Ву Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Area economic development ef- 
.forts are taking a new direction, 
гапа findings from а study, 
establishing a blueprint for the 
“new focus, are to be made public in 
September. 
^. The study, commissioned by the 
Alliance for Growth and Progress 
in May, is to recommend the hiring 
of a person whose job will be to 
‘market Terre Haute through the 
Alliance. The Alliance was formed 
a. year ago solely to coordinate 
"economic development activity. 

Acquiring an Alliance marketing 
person “puts the last piece in the 
‘puzzle and creates the situation 
that will allow Terre Haute to move 
out on a growth program," said 
‘Ross, Boyle, senior vice president, 


-MeManis Associates Inc 
marketing person will have 
‘at his disposal all the groups 


“represented by the Alliance: Local 
business, government agencies and 
~academic institutions. 
"That person has to network and 
же + on all those resources," Boyle 
In addition, Boyle said, the 
-marketing person will know how to 
^market in this marketplace, “not 
ajust going through the routine 
"steps, but to actually get him 
| 4[prospective business client] to 
“listen to a presentation" about why 
she should locate his business here. 
| Boyle said the Alliance's 


| їпоп-рагїїзапзһїр will open doors | 
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for a marketing person that likely 
would not be opened for a “govern- 
ment bureaucrat” who is pushing 
economic development. 

- “Putting that marketing person, 
who is the primary point of contact 
with the business community, in a 
non-profit organization that has 
Strong business support changes 
the image," Boyle said. 

Boyle said business and govern- 
ment have an equal stake in 
economic development. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos, earlier 
this week, agreed. 

A better economy strengthens a 
tax base and reduces demand for 
government services, Boyle said. 
Business gains because it is left 
shouldering a lesser cost of govern- 
ment. 

“I don't know anybody who gets 
hurt by the process,” Boyle said. “It 
is a unifying force...that brings the 
governmental and the business 
and the non-profit and educational 
all together.” З 

The city's role would remain the 
same, said Chalos, “To use 
whatever legal vehicles we have to 
help promote anything.” 

Boyle said, “Any businessman 
worth his salt knows that if he is 
going to come into a community, he 
needs certain support and commit- 
ments from the government. When 
it comes to that stage of discussion 
the mayor has a role to play and it’s 
an important role...The mayor’s 
part of the team.” 

Regardless of the importance of 
having a person to market Terre 
Haute, “Part of the marketing plan 
is our ability to sell ourselves,” 
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By Joe-Baker — 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Alliance for Growth and Progress 
officials endorsed a plan to spur 
area development efforts Thursday 
and set about to restructure the 
alliance for putting that plan into 
action. 

The plan, billed as giving the 
area an edge in development plan- 
ning nationwide, was unveiled 
during an alliance executive meet- 
ing in the Vigo County Public 
Library. 

Emerging from the closed meet- 
ing, Alliance President Sister Jean- 
ne Knoerle said, "This report gives 
us solid direction" in boosting 
development prospects. The al- 
liance is a year-old umbrella group, 
coalescing civic and business 
leaders behind area development. . 
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Alliance pushes 


An. alliance ad hoc committee 
was formed during the meeting and 
will report to the full membership 
in November on restructuring the 
alliance and how to come up with 
an estimated 5200,000 a year to 
finance implementation of the 
plan, Knoerle said. 

Part of the plan, which has been 
five months in the making, was 
outlined in August by Washington, 
D.C., consultant Ross Boyle. He 
was here Thursday to issue a final 
report. 

At the center of a nine-point list 
of recommendations is advice to 
hire a professional to conduct an 
industrial marketing program. 

The program takes into account 
six industries determined to be 
most suited for area development, 
matching individual industry's 
needs with available area assets. 

Those targeted industries, first 
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development 
for area 


identified in a 1983 Indiana State 
University study, include manufac- 
turing of industrial machinery, 
pharmaceuticals, medical апа 
botanical products, agricultural 
chemicals, communications equip- 
ment and plastics. 


Other recommendations were 
aimed at improving the area busi- 
ness climate by upgrading streets 
and dispelling notions of a poor 
labor-management relationship 
brought on by a general strike in 
the 19305. 


"The area's enviable record on 
lost-time from work stoppages 
should be widely broadcast,” the 
study said. 


Also the alliance was recom- 
mended to develop a strategy to 
encourage new business forma- 
tions. 

Echoing the 1983 ISU studv. the 
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Boyle report said, “Local financial 
institutions generally have neither 
the resources nor the inclination to 
aggressively support new business 
ventures or major expansions of 
local firms." 


The report recommended an 
alliance-city government effort to 
create a revolving loan fund to 
support business formations and 
expansions. 


The alliance would become the 
hub of economic development, 
around which coordinated efforts of 
city government, West Central 
Indiana Economic Development 
District, the Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce, ISU and 
Public Service Indiana would re- 
volve. 


“All of these roles need to be 
played and there are organizations 
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Alliance changes $ 


expected: Knoerle | 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The makeup of the Alliance for 
Growth and Progress board of 
directors will change according to 
business' responsiveness to a ten- 
tative arrangement for funding the 
alliance, according to alliance 
president Sister Jeanne Knoerle. 

Alliance executive committee 
members are to meet one-on-one 
with businesses and industries, 
seeking contributions of between 
$1,000 and $5,000 for ЕҢ 
allliance operations, Knoerle sai 
last week. 

The alliance is looking for a 
$160,000 to $235,000 annual 
operating budget as recommended 
by a study completed in October by 
McManis and Associates, 
Washington, D.C., at the behest of 
the alliance. 

The McManis study sets forth a 
blueprint for the alliance in fulfill- 
ing its purpose to coordinate area 
economic development efforts. 

An annual meeting of the al- 
liance, previously scheduled for 
November, has been scheduled for 
Jan. 17, allowing enough time to 
organize funding, Knoerle said. 

ong major anticipated ex- 
nse items is salary for a market- 
ing person, whose job will be to 
establish contacts with prospective 
businesses for locating or expand- 
ing оре here. 
o attempt will be made to 
secure a marketing person until 
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7 
funding is organized. But Knoerle 
said she is hopeful such a person 
would be selected by April. 

Some 15,000 communities na- 
tionwide have similar economic- 
development organizations, al- 
liance vice president Welby Frantz 
said in a Kiwanis Club luncheon 
address last week. And 150 to 200 
businesses and industries have 
“locators” looking for prospective 
industrial sites. - 

An alliance marketing perso 
won't be "to sell [prospective busi- 
nesses] next week, but to instill in 
them that Terre Haute is a g 
town — and give it to them іп 
terms they understand, what busi- 
nesses and industries look for.”. 

Meanwhile, the city apparently 
is holding off selecting an economic 
development administrator until 
the alliance has hired its market- 
ing person. A vacancy was created 
in that position in November whén 
Michael вте took a similar job 
in North Carolina. ; 

City Redevelopment Director 
Marc Elliott said the alliance's 
decision on hiring a marketing 
person will help “define the type of 

osition we wish to have in the 
epartment of Redevelopment.” 

The alliance’s emphasis on 
marketing would dictate (һай а 
new economic development ad- 
ministrator would specialize in 
writing financial-assistance ap- 
plications for businesses, Elliott 
said. Barnes had been involved in 


both marketing and writing aid | 


applications. , 
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Alliance's target 
i : Knoerle 
easily met 


By Joe Baker’ 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Financial support the Alliance 

for Growth and Progress has 

i ation the 

group's bid to spur economic- 

development efforts will succeed, 

alliance President Sister Jeanne 
Knoerle said Thursday. 

Thirty-three businesses, groups 
and individuals have committed 
$5,000 a year or more for the next 
three years to support alliance 
programs, Knoerle said. 

Those pledges, assuring 
membership on the alliance board 
of directors, have alone boosted the 
alliance over the top of a minimum 
$165,000 annual budget for the 
next three years. 

“I think I can say to you in all 
honesty that the idea [behind the 
alliance] is working, that people 
are excited about it, that there is a 
sense of cooperation,” Knoerle said 
during a Kiwanis Club luncheon 
address. 

Citing the city administration, 
the Terre Haute Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Vigo County Com- 
missioners and a variety of busi- 
nesses, industries, individual and 
organizations, all of whom have 
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4 ges, Knoerle said, 
"We have people who are really 
saying, ‘We can't afford another 
failure in Terre Haute. We have to 
succeed in what we are attempting. 
This looks like something that is 
really going to succeed and we 
want to be a part of {it].” 

The 33 major pledges surpassed 
a target of 20. But solicitation will 
continue until March 21, when a 
new board of directors, made up 
exclusively of major contributors, 
will be announced. 

In addition to the major commit- 
ments, Knoerle said five or six 
supporting memberships, pledging 
between $1,000 and $5,000, have 
been received out of a targeted 50. 
She added that “a number" of 
others will decide by mid-March if 
they intend to become supporting 
members. 

Knoerle said the search for an 
alliance marketing director will 
formally begin March 21. An al- 
liance executive committee has met 
informally to put together a job 
description and determine how the 
search for a marketing person is to 
take place. The alliance hopes to 
have the job filled by mid-May. - 

That person will be charged with 
marketing Terre Haute to prospec- 
tive businesses thinking of relocat- 
ing or expanding operations. 
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Despite eclipsing the goal for- 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter ; 


ERA AA а” 2 
The Alliance for Growth апа 
rogress has met 62 percent of its 

eras aising goal for financing а 

1985 action plan, President Sister 

Jeanne Knoerle told 75 alliance 

members during an annual meet- 

ing Thursday. 

e 17-month-old alliance is an 
umbrella organization, bringing 
together civic and business leaders 
fo presenting a comprehensive» 

pproach to economic development. 

ee years of making annual 
contributions of $5,000 or more 
buys executive membership on the 
alliance. Twenty-three pledges 
amounting to at least $115,000, 
have been received — three more 
than had been sought for helping 
for 198 a pirojected $185,000 budget 
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major contributions, an alliance 
committee is not scheduled to 
complete major solicitation until 
Feb. 15. 
Major contributors whose 
Ha are committed include 
Haute First National Bank, 
Merchants National Bank, The 
Tribune-Star, Meis of Illiana Inc., 
Graham Grain Co., Tri-Industries 
Inc., Terre. Haute Auto Dealers 
Association, J.C. Spence and As- 
sociates, Honey Creek Square Mall, 
George Miller, Culp Investments, 
MAB Paints, M city of Terre 


Haute, Vi County com- 
missioners, A. 4 Tar Products, 
Marsh Inc., Weston Paper and 


Wabash Valley Mechanical Con- 
tractors Association in conjunction 
with Plumbers and Steamfitters 
Local 157. 

Others whose contributions are 
awaiting approval include Valley 


s major funds 


4 
Federal Ба пев and Loan, 
Hercules Inc., International 
Minerals and Chemical Corp., 
Pfizer Inc., and General Telephone 
and Electronics Inc., Sister Knoerle 
said during the luncheon meeting 
in the Holiday Inn, U.S. 41 South. 
Executive membership is one of 
two levels of financial support 
sought by the alliance. A three- 
ұсап annual contribution of 
tween $1,000 and $5,000 buys 
Suppgking membership in E al- 


“The alliance hopes to pick up 50 
supporting memberships to obtain 
$75,000. Also, 100 public shares 
are being offered for between $100 
and $1,000 to round out the 
anticipated $185,000 budget. A 
March 8 date has been set for fund 
solicitation to be completed. 

The alliance has relied mainly on 
$92,000 in proceeds from the Oc- 
tober 1983 Oak Ridge Boys benefit 
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ost 


concert to ind its pr Ae The 
oup lists total receipts of 
150, 35 with $98,494 in disburse- 


ments, leaving a balance of 
2 ы | 


$5 | 

Solicited funds a ae 
into motion a three-p1 action 
plan recommended b ж eight- 
member alliance executive commit- 
tee. Making up that committee are 
Sister Knoerle, Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos, consultant Welby Frantz, 
Tri-Industries President Vernon E. | 


Hux, Graham Grain President | 
Jack Каре, Vigo County Е arin. 
Library Difector Betty C. Martin, 
"Merchants tional: B Vice 
President Robert E. Boye and 


Indiana State University Presi nt 
Richard G. Landini. Pres a 
Goals include: $ ^, 


€ Initiating a marketing 
gram, dire by a full-time 
marketing director, and providing 
funds to Ti plish the objective of 


Hercules' Doyle Miller elected. 
new president o of Дуне a 


ing manager of Hercules Inc.'s film 
division, was elected president of 
the Alliance 
for wth 


ro 
and. Progress 
during a boar 


meeting 
Thursday 


ficers are Sam 


Hulbert, vice 
resident, In- 
ustrial De- MILLER 


velopment; Sam Borden, vice presi- 
dent, Community Development; 
Jack Ragle, secretary; Vernon Hux, 
treasurer; and SisterJeanne 
Knoerle, S. P., past president. 
Alliance membership is now 
based on annual contributions for 
a three-year pledge period. 
Membership levels are: executive 
. members/Alliance directors, 
$5,000; supporting members, 
$1, 000 to $5,000; and public 
shareholders, $100 to $1,000. 
Alliance directors and executive 


Doyle Miller, group ma ке ертті? аге EN chindel, Aleph 


Park Corp.; Earl 
Chamber of Commerce; Pete 
Chalos, city of Terre Haute; 
Charles Culp, Culp Investments; 
Marc Elliott, Department of Re- 
development; Art Lukens, Forrest 
Sherer; Jack Ragle, Graham Grain; 
John Schmidt, Indiana State Bank; 
Max Gibson, Jamax and Victory 
Services; Lee Roads, M.A.B. 


Rodgers, 


~ Paints; Shelton Hannig, Marsh 


Inc.; Lucien Meis, Meis Co.; John 
Royse, Merchants National Bank; 
George Miller; Walt Kindrick, 
Pfizer Inc; Mark Fuson, Terre 
Haute Auto Dealers Association; 
Don Smith, Terre Haute First 
National Bank; Ron  DePasse, 
Terre Haute Savings Bank; John 
Meany, Tribune-Star Publishing 
Co.; Vernon Hux, Tri-Industries; 
David Dunbar, Valley Federal Sav- 
ings & Loan; James Diehl and 
Charles Fouty, county government; 
Robert Compton, Viquesney; Jim 
Strange, Mechanical Contractors 
and Plumbers and Steamfitters 
157; Joseph Card, Western Tar 


3 
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‘Richard Landini, 


Products; Ned Turner, Weston 
Paper; Jack Byrum, Eli Lilly; 
Robert Thompson, Economic De- 
velopment Commission; Oren 
Testa, Columbia House; and Doyle 
Miller, Hercules Inc. | - 

Also, directors and exceptions to 
the $5,000 pledge requirement are 
educational representatives: 
Indiana State 
University; Sam Hulbert, Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology; 
Knoerle, St. Mary-of-the-Woods 
College, Borden, Indiana Voca- 
tional College: Duane Moore, Vigo 
County School Corp 

Two additional соз will be 
elected from the supporting 
membership which cludes Jim 
Brown, Associated Building Con- 
tractors of Terre Haute; Don Scott, 
Sycamore A; ; Don Pendergast, 
Woodburn ahah, ic; Richard Willis, 
Public Service Indiana; James 
Dunbar, John’s Dental Lab; Joe 
Callahan, Callahan Funeral 
Homes; John Templeton, 
Templeton Coal Co.; and David | 
Daigle, C.F. Industries Inc. 1 
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Communi 
unity in promoting 


By Dick Robinson , 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute’s industrial, educa- 
tional and governmental leaders 
spent a year getting organized and 
now they believe the Alliance for 
Growth and Progress, with crucial 
funds іп hand, is ready to promote 
economic and community develop- 
ment. 

In a nearly unprecedented show 
of unity, community leaders stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder Thursday, re- 
ached into their respective or- 
ganizations’ money belts for 
$165,000, and accepted the 
challenge to make Terre Haute a 
better place — economically and 
socially. 

New directors and officers were 
named during the annual meeting 
of the organization. Newly elected 
president Doyle Miller, credited 
outgoing Alliance president Sister 
Jeanne Knoerle, S.P., with getting 
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turf battles put aside and molding 
a single group. 

Knoerle said the Alliance has 
achieved one goal — to bring 
together existing agencies’ re- 
sources to promote economic de- 
velopment. 

Miller said a workable area 
development plan, with goals, is in 
place. 

The first goal is selection of a 
marketing director to promote the 
area, recruit industry and .en- 
courage business expansion. The 
director should be on the job by 
July, Miller said. 

Directors serving on one of two 
committees will work to achieve 
the board's overall goals, Miller 
said. 

Newly elected directors include 
those businesses and individuals 
who pledged to the corporation at 
least $5,000 annually during the 
next three years. Funds raised to 
support the “new” Alliance will be 
used for a marketing program and 


ty leaders exhibit 
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area · 


a director to manage it. 

The industrial-development com- 
mittee's major concern will be job 
creation. Its main goals are to 
retain existing business, to en- 
courage local business expansion, 
to assist in new business formation 
and to attract new industry. 

The community development 
committee will work to improve the 
overall image and quality of life in 
the community, Miller said. Its 
specific goals include: change the 
negative atitudes and misconcep- 
tions of Terre Haute, create a 
downtown redevelopment plan and 
develop a plan to improve state 
highway maintenance within the 


city, 

iller said the Alliance should 
cultivate its relationship with the 
state, because the organization has 
a good story. “We must let Lieute- 
nant Governor John Mutz know we 
are serious about economic ‘de- 
velopment at Terre Haute,” he 
said. 
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Albert Smith 


He mc 4 


By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


“I know what I'm getting into 
and І worked very hard to get 
here," said Albert G. Smith, who 
becomes the Terre i 
for Growth and Progress's first 
executive director Aug. 1. 

Smith, 41, made his remarks 
following a news conference Friday 
in the Vigo County Public Library, 


- --- 


munity leaders and media 
representatives. 

“I've been doing business here for 
a long time in one way or another,” 
the 19-year economic-development 
veteran said. 

In the mid-1970s, Smith headed 
up some city community-develop- 
ment programs while working for 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

Smith has ceased operations at 
Albert G. Smith and Associates 


th 
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getting into 


knows whats 


whee he "A th” сту to com- 


Inc., ah Indianapolis-based finan- 
Cal comeing firm he formed in 
1980. 


As the firm's president, Smith 
helped Sony Corp. of America 
coordinate a $650,000 federal grant 
crucial to Sony's video-disc facility 


planned here. 
Smith said he believed the worst 
of Terre Haute's economic 


problems is over. 

Ironically, a plus in attracting 
industry 1s Terre Haute's high 
unemployment rate, Smith said. 


“When an individual employer 
looks at a community, the worst 


thing үші сап tell him is that you 
have low unemployment," Smith 


said. 

"I've felt from my contacts that 
this is a community that still has 
some belief in the work ethic. Terre 
Haute has a good work force and a 
very competitive labor market." 

Smith said expanding existing 
businesses is better than recruiting 
or creating new "businesses for 
providing jobs. —. 

He anticipated having a close 
working relationship with other 
economic-development entities, in- 
cluding the citys Redevelopment 
Department and West Central 
Indiana Economic Development 
District. 

Alliance President С. Doyle 
Miller added that his organization 
will be the point of origin for man 

cts. But “a lot of things can 
B lone by the Alliance; they have 
to be done by the city, by W IEDD 
, 


and others. 
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Two ўа тя agree оп efforts 


The Terre Haute Alliancg for 

Growth and Progress and the Terre 
"Área C 

have adopted a memorandum of 

understanding to identify and 

agree upon the primary 

responsibilities of each organiza- 

tion. 

Doyle Miller, alliance president, 
and Earl Rodgers, chamber presi- 
dent, said each organization will 
provide mutual support and 
cooperation to each other and will 
provide full cooperation to area 
agencies promoting economic de- 
velopment and growth. 

In addition, the chamber will be 
the primary organization to: 


€ Provide service to existing 
industry. 

e Serve the needs and concerns 
of small businesses in the Terre 
Haute area. 

ө Provide leadership in all efforts 
to enhance the image of the 
community. 

€ Through the Academic/Busi- 
ness Partnership Council, continue 
to develop and expand the 
cooperative efforts of business and 
education for the benefit of the 
community. 

The alliance was identified as 
the primary organization to: 

ө Implement a marketing plan to 
attract new industry to the area. 


€ Assist local industries to ex- 
pand their physical operations. 

€ Provide seed/venture capital 
and necessary business services to 
encourage the formation of new 
small businesses. 

* Encourage the revitalization of 
the downtown business district and 
act as a clearinghouse for all firms 
and agencies involved. 

ө Provide leadership in resolving 
labor problems that discourage 
industry location and expansion in 
the Terre Haute area. 

The memorandum was created 
after officers of the two groups felt 
the need for a clear understanding 
of each other's functions. 
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Smith 


By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Al Smith sat his glass of iced tea 
on the table and glanced at his 


watch. z 
we 


“My 


find a chair to 
sit in — and I 
mean that 
-both literally 
and figurative- 
ly," he said as 
he unleashed a 
low, rumbling 
version of his 
hearty laugh. 
It was Thursday and he was 
midway through his first day as 
executive director of the Terre 


—— ”- 


wants 
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Progress. >.) жыл, 

In a literal sense, Smith was 
referring to the fact the Alliance 
will be moving shortly from office 
space provided by Tri-Industries 
Inc. at 333 S. Third St. to its own 
office at 618 Wabash Ave. and 
furniture has to be bought. 

The office will be in space 
formerly occupied by Merrill Lynch 
Pierce Fenner & Smith Inc., which 
closed its Terre Haute branch last 
year. 

On the figurative side, Smith, 
who’s not only the new executive 
director, but the first for the 2- 
vear-old organization, will be find- 
ing a niche for himself and for the 
organization over the next few 
months. 

One thing he wants to do, besides 
build jobs for the community, is to 
raise the community's self-esteem 
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— to improve Terre Haute's self- 
image and its external image. 
*Be proud of what you are and 
stop apologizing for what you're 
not," is a theme he first espoused 
at his introduction to the communi- 
ty last month and repeated Thurs- 


day, 

here are some things Terre 
Haute doesn’t have, but “there are 
a lot of things here people can be 
proud of,” he said. 

“In five years, I want to hear 
popie say, Those people from 

erre Haute are just arrogant as 
hell.’ That would be [the sign of] a 
successful campaign." 

One plus for the community is 
the work ethic of its citizens, that 
workers appear to give their 
employers a day's work for a day's 
pay. 

“If you could document that, it 
would be a pretty powerful selling 
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point," Smith said. 

Another plus is the city's educa- 
tional institutions — Indiana State 
University, Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology, St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College and Indiana Voca- 
tional Technical College — and 
their willingness to assist local 
industry. “Not many. towns have 
that,” he noted. 

His concerns center on a lack of 
available land and facilities. 

“If you have a meeting with a guy 
who wants to build a plant in town 
... there's no data available" to see 
if there is something which will 
meet his needs. 

Smith has three goals: to entice 
industry to move here, to en- 
courage the formation of new 
businesses and, most importantly, 
to facilitate the expansion of exist- 
ing industry. 

*Local business expansions are 
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city's self-image in brighter focus 


probably going to provide more jobs 
than bring new industry to town," 
he said. “It’s not as flashy, but it's 
just as productive." 

To explain, he noted that 
everybody got excited when Sony 
Corp. announced it would build a 
new plant in town. On the other 
hand, Patterson Equipment’s an- 
nounced expansion will provide 
just as many jobs but, because it's 
local, not as much fuss was made 
over its planned growth. 

One thing Smith plans to do is 
visit home offices of national cor- 

orations which have local 
acilities and “offer our assistance 
to do what we can to make 
expansion attractive here." | 

"There are 105 industrial 
employers in Vigo County," he said 
as he leaned back and took a | 
thoughtful draw on his pipe. "I 


each added just five employees ..." 
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Alliance sidesteps 


city-state feud 
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Ву Joe Baker 4 
Assistant City Editor 


Alliance for Growth and Progress 
. Sririth 
says the economic stakes are too 
high for him to comment on a city- 
state political feud over economic 
development in Terre Haute. 


Charges in November that the 
state left Terre Haute off a list of 
pepe sites for a Toyota plant 

ared again in mid-January when 
Lt. Gov. John Mutz extended an 
olive branch to city officials. 


“The most important thing that 
can happen is for us (state officials] 
to make another try at cooperation 
with your local administration," 
Mutz told The Tribune-Star. 


Chalos, charging that Mutz was 
playing politics with economic de- 
velopment, responded: "If they 
want to bury the hatchet, fine, 
[but] we feel it's buried in the back 
of our heads right now." 


Chalos cited an occasion in late 
December when the Indiana De- 
partment of Commerce asked the 
Alliance — and not the city — for 
information to give to American 
Motors Corp. to consider in its 
selection of a site for a car- 
manufacturing plant. 


"They didn't contact the mayor 
— they. asked Al Smith," Chalos 
said. “If he [Mutz] had some wish 
to work with the mayor, he had a 
golden opportunity." | 

The liance has assembled 
data, for Commerce's use, on 1,500 
acres of federal surplus land south 
of town that Vigo County officials 
are attempting to buy. 

The data was for presentation to 
both AMC and Chrysler Corp. 

Smith, whose role with the 
Alliance is to help coordinate area 
economic development efforts, 
would not respond directly to the 
Mutz-Chalos exchange, but said: 

“The point that I’ve tried to make 
with both parties — the mayor and 
his staff and with the Department 
of Commerce (which Mutz heads) 
— is that it may be self-satisfying 
to determine where guilt lies and 
who hurt whom, but it's not 
productive. 


"My feet are held to the fire by 
my board of directors to produce 
results, and I don't feel I can give 
myself the luxury of taking sides. 
My perspective has to be of finding 
positive ways to build a rela- 


tionship between both parties." . _ 


Former Alliance President C. 
Doyle Miller, who resigned Jan. 31 
following an out-of-state job 
transfer, cited the need for a 
positive working relationship with 
the Commerce Department. :% 


"This сап only be accomplished 
by having the Alliance truly 
become the point organization for 
industrial Керген Miller 
said. е 

“It is absolutely imperative that 
both the mayor and the state 
Department of Commerce work 
through the Alliance. Political re- 
alities simply prohibit the two from 
direct interface.” р 


Referring to Alliance efforts to 
forge a relationship with the De- 
partment of Commerce, Smith 
said, “We are making some 
progress.” 3 

He chacterized two meetings 
earlier this year with Mark Akers, 
Commerce’s industrial develop- 
ment director, as “a very cordia 
thing.” ; 

One meeting was for assisting 


- Poly-Mar Plastics Co. Inc., whose 


plant in the Fort Harrison In- 
dustrial Park burned in January, 
in rebuilding or securing another 
location in the area. Poly-Mar 
officials reportedly have not ruled 
out moving from the area. 

Smith said Commerce is working 
jointly with the city "to try to 
provide some support" for Poly-Mar 
and its building. He declined to 
elaborate on the substance of that 
meeting until something “within 
the realm of possibility” emerges. 

“It was a cooperative meeting, 
and I think the spirit was there in 
terms of wanting to find a way to 
be supportive,” Smith said. 

The meeting with Akers was 
based on Smith’s contact, but it 
was agreed to by Smith, Chalos 
and Terre Haute's redevelopmen 
director, R. Marc Elliott. в 

“I happended to recall what his 
[Akers's] phone number was so I 
made the call," Smith said. : 
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By Joe Baker | 
Assistant City Editor 


The Alliance for Growth and Progress 
has betbme the cutting 6 economic 
development efforts since it was formed 
through a merger of the Committee for 
Area Progress and Grow Terre Haute on 
Aug. 9, 1983. 

The Alliance established action 
priorities on Feb. 9, 1984, that included 
downtown revitalization, follow-up on a 
targeted-industries study and developing a 
marketing plan. 

The McManis Report, providing the 
Alliance direction br pursuing those 
action priorities, was adopted Nov. 1, 1984. 
One major recommendation was to appoint 
a marketing director, and Albert G. Smith 
was hired on Aug. 1, 1985. 

Since Smith came aboard, the Alliance 
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has: 


ө Written three successful applications 
for $1.125 million in federal grants that 
have resulted in $6.6 million in private 
investment and 280 new jobs. 

ө Supplied the Indiana Department of 
Commerce with information on a 1,500- 
acre site south of Terre Haute that Vigo 
County has targeted for industrial de- 
velopment. 

€ Assisted the citys Redevelopment 
Department in setting up financing for a 
400-car downtown parking structure at 
Sixth Street and Wabash Avenue. Financ- 
ing would come through establishing a tax 
allocation district through property taxes 
on new investment which would be 
earmarked specifically for new develop- 
ment within that district. 

ө Provided data to the Chicago-based 
Fantus Group, an industrial site location 
company which is seeking а site for a 
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Japanese electronic assembly company to 
employ 100 to 300 workers. 

mith, who worked 15 years for the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment in Indianapolis, wrote the three 
successful UDAG grant applications — the 
latest three awarded in the state. Smith 
describes the technical assistance he and 
the Alliance have provided to existing 
industry as “our most active area.” 

He said the success in applying for 
UDAG funds has not been so much in the 
writing of the applications as in census 
factors used in ading applications. 
UDAG funds are designed to reach the 
most distressed areas where the greatest 
amount of private investment capital is 
available. 

Applications are judged on a 100-point 
scale, and census factors, such as age of 
housing, unemployment and poverty, ac- 
count for 70 points. 


"In a normal situation, Terre Haute 
would get 48 points, and Indianapolis 
would only get 18," Smith said. Another 
way that the Alliance is helping existing 
businesses and industries is T pxpanbing 
and updating a 1985 Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce survey of those 
concerns, Smith said establishing com- 
munications with area businesses is im- 
portant "to encourage them as a result of 
this communication to contact us if they 
have problems or need assistance. 

“We'll make an effort to decide who can 
best meet their needs. If it's us, fine. We'll 
put together a technical assistance pro- 
enm for them or refer them to the 

hamber of Commerce or the Department 
of Redevelopment." 

Smith cited as an example of industrial 
^ marketing, a call he received in January 
‘from Fantus, the site-selection company, 
wanting names of local industrialists for 


talking over problems and issues confront- 
ing them. 

It’s incumbent upon us to present 
ourselves in the best light, to have some 
kind of on-going communication with that 
segment of the [local] economy, so the 
answers people receive when they make 
those kinds of phone calls are consistent 
with the image that we all want to project.” 

Another part of the Alliance’s industrial 
marketing has centered on establishing 
communications with 300 targeted in- 
dustries identified in the McManis Report. 
The McManis Report validated findings 
reached in a 1983 Indiana State Universi- 
ty targeted-industries study. The first 100 
letters to addresses on the McManis list 
were mailed with response cards on Jan. 
25, and the remaining 200 were mailed 
Feb. 1. The mail campaign employs the 
logo, “High Q — Terre Haute...Quality 
Center of Mid America.” ни 
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Leaders agree on plan 


for economic deyelopment 


By Joe Baker 
Assistant City Editor 


A memorandum of understand- 
ing signed in June signaled a move 
away from the inability of com- 
jnunity leaders and organizations 
to agree on a master plan for 
economic development. 

That inability was cited in the 
1984 McManis Report that set the 
direction for the j 
Growth and Progress pursuit of 
economic development. Ross Boyle, 
a McManis and Associates Inc., 
Washington D.C., consultant said 
lack of a coordinated effort was a 
major logjam in area economic 
development efforts. 

But, in June, the Alliance and 
Terre Haute Area Chamber of 
Commerce entered into a 
memorandum of understanding. It 
established that the  -hamber 
would continue to service existing 
industry and business, and the 
Alliance would concentrate on 
growth. 

It also established the chamber 
as the action organization for 
enhancing the community’s image. 

Image enhancement got off to an 
inauspicious start in 1985 with the 
selection of “Terre Haute Gets My 
Vaute” as the slogan for boosting 
civic pride. 

Chamber Executive Director Bill 
Ray said, “We had 11,000 slogans, 
and we had 10,999 people who 
thought theirs were better.” 

The slogan that was to appear on 
souvenir items for sale at retail 
stores has been distributed on 
150,000 stickers available for use 


Alliance for- 


on business envelopes. 

*Even if the slogan doesn't turn 
out, we've learned some things" 
about rallying community spirit, 
Ray said. 

e chamber also is sponsoring a 
public forum at 5:30 p.m. March 20 
in Hulman Center to get citizen 
input “on what Terre Haute needs 
to be number one,” Ray said. Ernie 
Williams of the Indiana Chamber 
of Commerce is to conduct that 
forum. 

One initiative that Ray said the 
Alliance would take in helping 
boost community image is 
establishing a counsel from which 
labor, business and public interests 
can discuss issues. 

A state labor-management con- 
ference that Ray and Alliance 
Executive Director Albert G. Smith 
are to attend March 26 will serve 
as a springboard for establishing 
that counsel, Ray said. 

Smith said he has found that 
self-criticism — a deterrent to a 
good community image — is not 
unique to Terre Haute. 

“However, it may well be that it’s 
gotten to the point that some well- 
meant banter can really produce a 
negative reaction, one that’s out of 
proportion to the seriousness with 
which the comment was originally 
made. 

“Гуе been asking groups, where 
I'm speaking, to take a pledge and 
stop apologizing for what the 
community is not and start show- 
ing some pride in the things that 
we do have that are positive. 

"That's just one example" of the 
ways for boosting community 
image, Smith said. “We just need to 
keep repeating that kind of thing.” 
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Albert G. Smith is engaged in a 
mass mailing to businesses and 
industries that McManis suggested 
were suited to Terre Haute's in- 
dustrial climate. 

In addition, the group's two- 


person staff has launched an 
advertising campaign through the; 


magazine "Crain's Chicago Busi--: 


ness" to entice firms. Crain's says 


40° percent of Chicago businesses ^ 


that have annual sales of $16, 


million to $50 million are consider- ; 


ing moving out of Illinois. `. 

Now Alliance executives want to 
re-emphasize attracting industry 
— Leyond the McManis recommen- 
dations — by marketing Terre 
Haute to industrial clients. 

“I don’t know that the executive 
committee feels that it knows 
[what new path in marketing to 
take]. We're not marketers,” Al- 
liance President Jeanne Knoerle 
said earlier this week. 

“I think what we probably would 
like to do [is] pick the brains of 
people in the community who have 
marketing background and ex- 
[енге — who are maybe working 
or industries, business, eic.,” she 
said. 

Knoerle said the Alliance would 
likely appoint a marketing ad- 
visory committee to recominend a 


direction for further marketing of , 


Terre Haute. 
To Smith, “The real debate is 
what percentage of the effort is 
oing to be on marketing. Part of 
the problem is that marketing 
means something different to dif- 
ferent people — that’s the crux of 


the problem.” j 
Knoerle said one option Alliance 
executives have discussed is con- 
tracting an industrial site-selection 
company, Fantus Group of 
Chicago, to market Terre Haute. 


Fantus already has introduced two > 
„prospective, clients to the 1,500: 


acres south of ‘town that Vigo 
County officials are trying to buy 
for major industry. з 

“I don't think we've fixed on that 
as the answer, Knoerle said, 
indicating cost máy be a problem. 

Smith agreed that hiring Fantus 
would be a good idea. He added, "If 
you're going to employ an expert — 
Fantus is the biggest industrial 
site-selector in the world so I guess 
they're the best." 

oerle says the re-emphasis on 

marketing Terre Haute does not 
depart from McManis recommen- 
dations. "Б, 

“McManis just supports [re- 
emphagis on marketing],” Knoerle 
said. “The McManis report is 
already several years old so we 
always have to be looking at what 
new things have come up.” 1 =. 

Smith confirmed that he ha 
been excluded from five of the most 
recent Alliance executive commit- 
tee meetings. À committee member 
said questions arose at one of those 
meetings about whether Smith was 
the person for the job, given the 
interest in marketing. з 

But Knoerle would not confirm 
that such discussions were staged. 

"I am not speaking for the 
executive committee — this is 
executive material,” she said. 


“What we are trying to do is look 
at the marketing aspects of the 
Alliance are continuing to be the 
best that they can be. MAR 

Smith rationalized his exclusion 
from the meetings, saying with a 
smile, "I presume they wanted td 
talk about me.” . 


. Smith also acknowledged that hg 


and Knoerle discussed his ex- 
clusion from the “meetings. He 
concluded, “I hate to characterize 
what she told me was a vote of 
confidence, but it’s close to that.”: 
Smith, a 15-year veteran 0 
administering affairs for the U.S. 
Housing and Urban Development 
office in Indianapolis, said the 
Alliance search Committee that 
hired him knew he was no market- 
ing expert. e j : 
“1 said that I felt I knew enough 
about marketing that I felt confi- 
dent to implement the McManis 
marketing program as part of an 
overall marketing program, and 
that if they were looking to pursue 
solely a marketing program that 
they probably needed 'to get 
somebody with different creden- 
tials than mine,” Smith said. “They 
understood it totally.” 1 
Knoerle concurred. Ng 
“He was hired as executive 
director. He's got a lot of other 
things to do besides the market- 
ing," she said. “We're saying, 'Let's 
shore up and support the whole 
marketing direction." =: z 
Asked whether Al Smith is the 
man to perform the job as Alliance 
executive director, Knoerle said, 
“Yes, I think so. Yeah.” 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Stoff Reporter 


Albert G. Smith has resigned as 
executive director of the Alliance 
for Growth and Progress at the 
request of the group's executive 
committee, which says it wants a 
marketing director instead. 

The committee's decision Friday 
in the Vigo County Public bibrácy 
appears to have culminated several 
attempts to oust the 234-year-old 
organization’s first director. 

One member who attended Fri- 
day’s meeting said the action was 
“nothing against Al. They just 
wanted to change the way things 
were going. They wanted to change 
the way the Alliance was running; 
to skew it more towards market- 

Smith declined comment, except 
to say: “Their plans for the or- 
ganization and my personal plans 
Just don't coincide.” 
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' ALBERT G. SMITH ] 
Alliance seeks, gets resignation 


o County Public Library, 


REFERENCE 


Community Affairs File 


In his letter to Sister Jeanne 
Knoerle, Alliance president, Smith 
said: "We both realized when I 
accepted this position that there 
existed some differences in our 
goals and objectives. My personal 
interests and skills tend to lie in 
the area of finance and real estate 
development, while the goals and 
objectives of the Alliance tend 
toward marketing." 

Тн resignation is effective July 

Smith became Alliance director 
on Aug. 1 after a search committee 
headed by Doyle Miller narrowed a 
field of 40 hopefuls. 

Miller told Alliance directors on 
July 18 that securing the most 
qualified candidate required his 
committee to modify its offer from 
marketing director to executive 
director. 

But a source close to the situa- 
tion at the time said the executive 
committee was unhappy about the 
situation from the beginning. 

"There was shock at the ex- 
ecutive committee meeting when 
they saw ‘executive director’ at the 
top of the page," the source said. 
"There was a unanimous vote not 
to undermine the search commit- 
tee, but there were some great 
reservations." 

Earl C. Rodgers, who was on the 

search committee and the ex- 
ecutive board when Smith was 
hired, concurred with that assess- 
ment. 
“One of the big bugs is that Al is 
executive director instead of direc- 
tor of marketing," Rodgers said 
Monday. “We've been fighting that 
ever since he got in. The problem 
doesn't lie with Al, the problem lies 
with ourselves. I don't think we 
know what we want. We've crossed 
these bridges so many times, and 
yet the bridge is always there." 

Knoerle, who was quoted in April 
as saying she believed Smith was 
the man to perform the job as 
Alliance director, said Monday that 
“his background and experience lie 
in one direction, and the Alliance’s 


needs lie in another direction ... 
basically in the marketing area. 
“We want to market to existing 
industry,” she said. “We want to be 
able to market to them and others 


- which come into town. I think his 


[Smith's] basic orientation is 
toward finance and real estate 
development.” 

Asked about Smith’s accomplish- 
ments, which include assisting 
existing industries with expansion 
plans to produce 280 Aphspinitiat- 
ing a direct-mail camp , prepar- 
ing an information package about 
the Vigo Farm industrial site and 
others, Knoerle said: "That's not 
marketing necessarily; many of 
those are financial issues. ey 
were done, and they were done 
well, but I don't know that you 
would call it marketing." 


Rodgers charged Monday that. 


the Alliance was never able to 
define what they meant by market- 


ing. 

fit seems like every meeting they 
tried to redefine again what 
marketing is,” Rodgers said. “I 
think they’re sincere, but they can’t 
define what they want.” 

Knoerle was unable to cite 
Pa sae of what marketing entails. 

inally she said, "Its lots of 
different kinds of things." $ 

She concurred that Smith had 
helped bring jobs to the community 
but added that the result of hiring 


.a marketing director “ultimately 


will be a lot more jobs for the 
community." 

But she added, “You can't jump 
from square 1 to square 15. There 
are a lot of steps you have to go 
through." : 

Jimmie Strange, who represents 
Local 157 of the Plumbers and 
Steamfitters on the Alliance ex- 
ecutive committee, said he doesn't 
believe the events surrounding 
Smith's resignation are going to 
help the organization, "but maybe 
Im wrong there. I hope the com- 
munity still pulls together and I 
hope they come up with a market- 
ing person — whatever a market- 
ing person is." 
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Alliance a adrift in uncertainty 


S JUN 11 
“First say to yourself vied you would 
be: then 24 what you have to do." 
— Epictetus 


Sadly, it seems, the executive com- 
mittee of the Alliance for Growth and 
Progress has yet to learn the lesson 
taught by the Roman philosopher. 

The committee on Friday asked for, 
and got, the resignation of its executive 
director, Al Smith. Their goals were 
different, both parties ех шей. the, 
committee wanted a marketing man, 
someone who would “sell” the city and 
the Wabash Valley; Smith sought 
finance opportunities and real estate 
development. 

But when pressed to define market- 
ing and what the committee s ecifical- 
ly wanted from a “marketing director,” 
Alliance President Sister Jeanne 
Knoerle foundered. “It’s lots of dif- 
ferent things,” she said. And there — 
in that lack of definitation — lies the 
problem of the Alliance. 

It has suffered an identity crisis from 
its beginning. 

When the Alliance was created in 
August 1983, by merging the Commit- 
tee for Area Progress and Grow Terre 
Haute, it was hoped that the divergent 
opinions of members of those two 
groups could also be merged into a 
unified whole to move the area 
forward. Yet factionalism still exists 
within the Alliance, and it surfaced 
more frequently since Smith's hiring. 

The Alliance also had to wrestle with 
its perceived role in the community, 
and how its role differed from that of 
the Chamber of Commerce. It wasn’t 
until June 1985, almost two years after 
its start, that an agreement on areas 
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of joint or individual responsibility was 
ironed out. 

Now, 11 months after hiring so- 
meone to spearhead its efforts, the 
Alliance has yet to determine exactly 
what those efforts should bez «== 

A disservice to Smith is the result. 

We suggest the problem, in part, 
may be his. He either bought the pig 
without looking into the poke, or looked 
and decided the pig was attractive. But 
possible error in judgment aside, Smith 
appeared to do his best under -ће 
circumstances. With the voluntary 
assistance of Graphic Editon, he began 
what promised to be an interesting 
campaign to stress the quality-con- 
ciousness of the Wabash Valley, its 
*High Q"; he worked to lure Toyota, to 
keep Poly-Mar, to assist Sony, among 
others; he created information kits to 
tout our resources — all with the 
executive committee's blessing. 

Now, Knoerle says, few if any of 
p projects are considered “market- 
in 

о succeed, every business needs 
focus, direction, goal. And make no 
mistake, the task of selling this 
community — or any product — is a 
business matter. Surely the Alliance 
executive committee, comprised of 
some of our area's best business minds, 
knows that. 

We repeat here and agree with 
what's been said by many before: the 
Alliance, with apparently broad-based 
support, is the group best suited to 
foster existing and attract new busi- 
ness growth to the Wabash Valley. But 
to lead us into the future, the Alliance 
itself must decide where it's going. 
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Political abuse of the Alliance 


S JUN 14 1986 

If he weren't president of the Vigo 
County Council, we would simply ignore 
the comments Jerry Hunter made on 
Tuesday about the Alliance for Growth 
and Progress. ез 
“But, because he holds the gavel of 
leadership, Hunter's uninformed com- 
ments cannot go unchallenged. 

Hunter cast the lone vote against a 
motion to have the county continue its 
financial support of the Alliance for 
Growth and Progress and later said he 
did so because, in his view, the Alliance 
has not attracted any business to Terre 
Haute. Moreover, he actually blamed the 
Alliance for the closing of CBS Inc. and 
the announced closing of Case/IH. 

While we are numbered among those 
who are less than delighted with the 
performance of the Alliance, particularly 
inasmuch as it has asked for and received 
the resignation of executive director Al 
Smith, we cannot let Hunter's cornments 
stand. 

Those are the kinds of comments, and 
Hunter's the kind of so-called leadership 
that historically have hurt development 
in Terre Haute. 

First, let us consider that Hunter is ex- 
officio — that is, because he is president 
ofthe council — a member of the Alliance 
board of directors. However, he does not 
attend meetings and, so far as we can 
tell, never has attended. 

It the Alliance, therefore, isn't active 
enough, one of the reasons must be 
Hunter and others whose leadership is 
Inactive. 

-' On the other hand, keeping politics 
and those seeking political advantage 
away from the Alliance may be the key 
to survival, for when Hunter blames the 
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Alliance enn UA of CBS in Terre 
Haute, he is either ignorant of the facts 
or intentionally attempting to use a 
position of political leadership to mislead 
the public. 

The facts are these: On Oct. 12, 1982, 
CBS announced it was closing its recor 
manufacturing facility in Terre Haute. 
The actual closing wasn't completed until 
February 1983. The liance was 
founded Aug. 9, 1983 — 10 months after 
CBS made its announcement and six 
ae after the last platter was pressed 

ere, 

It had just as much to do with the Case 
decision. 

if the Alliance isn’t responsible for 
preventing companies from leaving our 
community, what about Hunter’s conten- 
tion that Alliance leaders "haven't at- 
tracted any new industry to Terre 
Haute"? Well, that contention, too, is 


PN 
ile it is true the Alliance ac- 
complished little during its first two 
үзеді of existence, we believe there has 
een significant accomplishment since 
Smith was hired last year, which is why 
it is beyond our ken that the Alliance 
executive board has asked for his re- 
signation. In recent months, as we noted 
here earlier this week, the Alliance has 
been involved in efforts to bring Toyota 
and Sony to Terre Haute and in the bid 
to keep Poly-Mar. Smith has also been at 
the center of the effort to develop the 


"High Q” quality-consciousness cam“ 


paign and has been developing informa- 

tion kits that will tell the world what we 

have to offer. 

a Hunter’s name isn't mentioned in the 
its. 
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know what we're searching for, 
says Mike Dinkel, who's chairin 
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E ated 
Smith “recently submitted his 
iresignation as executive director of 
e Alliance for AN bog 
rogress or request” 
Progress m executive committee, 
which says it wants a marketing 
director. - 
“We really aren't too far along, 
|Dinkel said. “There's nothing we 
ican talk about until we receive 
[some type of a guideline" from the 
‘Alliance executive committee. The 
executive committee was asked 
during a meeting Thursday to come 
up with some guidance. 
Dinkel said his committee needs 
a "job description, how extensively 
they want us to advertise — 
whether to look just lc Ра? 
whether to look regionall 
tionwide — and so on. R^. 
we're trying to formulate | 
Hopefully, it will be withi: 
week." » 
CRAS members, by t 
consist of Dinkel, India: 
University President Ri 
Landini, Ivy Tech Re: 
President Sam Bor 
Plant Manager Wa! 
and Esten Fuson C 
пас Vice Presiden: 


A lack otfiréction irom МЕ апу 
bosses at the Alliance appears to 
have been a major problem ex- 

erienced by Al Smith during his 
rief tenure as executive director. 

"I knew when I came to town 
that l'd have to preach a helluva 
sermon, Smith said Thursday, 
"but nobody ever defined what ail 
my other pastoral responsibilities 
would be.' - 

pe rd og 


. Several people have been men- 
tioned as possible replacements for 


Al Smith, CRAS chairman Mike | 


Dinkel said. - 

"The names have been dropped 
by other people," he said. ^I don't 
think they know their names have 
been mentioned." 

Dinkel said the names were 
"whispered in my ear" by local folks 
— he doesn't recall whom — while 
he was in Indianapolis serving as 
a delegate to the COP Convention 
June 11 and 12. 

The dropped names belong to: 


Fred Rubey, vice president of | 


marketing for Terre Haute First 
National Bank; Eston L. "Bud" 
Perry, vice president of the Oakley 
Corp.; John Mutchner, who coaches 
basketball at Rose-Hulman In- 
stitute of Technology; and, finally, 
the name which popped up almost 
before the ink had dd on Smith's 


в defeated Indiana legislator 
m West Terre Haute. қ 


| letter of resignation — Bill Roach, 
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Royse succeeds 


Knoerle 
of Alliance 
— — Lc — 


By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


- Merchants National Bank Piesi-. 
dent John Royse was selected 

Thursday to replace Sister Jeanne 

Knoerle 4$ president of the Al. 
liance for Growtk TESS 

а Major restructuring of its govern- 

ing committee. : 

'The restructuring is aimed at 
changing the Alliance's posture as 
a communications link for 
economic development to one of 
actively seeking development. 

All 12 members of the executive 
committee resigned, although eight 
of them were selected for the new 
committee. Executive members are 
chosen from among Alliance direc- 
tors. 

The Alliance said in a prepared 
Statement that a total committee 
resignation is required when a 
restructuring is undertaken in 
mid-year. The Alliance's fiscal year 
runs from May 1 to April 30. 

Knoerle, interviewed after a 
closed meeting in the Vigo County 
Public Library with Alliance direc- . 
tors, said of the Alliance's change 
in posture: “With the hiring of a 
new staff person ... the Alliance 
needs an Executive Committee 
more oriented toward action." 


Albert G. Smith, who was hired 
Aug. 1, 1985, as the Alliance's first 
executive director, resigned July 18 
at the request of the former 
Executive Committee, which in- 
dicated it wanted a marketing 
director. . 

Names of three finalists to 
replace Smith were submitted 
Thursday to the new Executive 
Committee. 


Besides Royse РАИ Knoerle 
as Alliance president, other ex- 
ecutive committee members are 


as boss 
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JOHN ROYSE 
Elevated by group 


Ragle and Terre Haute First Na- 
tional Bank President Donald E. | 
Smith. we 
Leaving the committee with 
Knoerle, who represented St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods College, аге 
Rose-Hulman President Sam 
Hulbert, Ivy Tech Vice President 
Sam Borden and labor represen- 
tative Jimmie Strange. ` 


New members are Chuck Culp of 
Culp Enterprises, Jamax President 
Max Gibson, Pfizer Inc. Plant 
Manger, Walter Kindrick, Meis of 
Iliana President Lu Meis and 
Tribune-Star Publisher Joseph M. 
Zlomek. ; 


Поп Smith was elected vice 
president and president-elect, Hux 
will continue as treasurer and 


т 


Ragle as secretary. a Ж 
The Alliance was born Aug. 9, 
1983, and funded Wo with 
$92,000 profits from an Oak Ridge | 
Boys benefit concert. A fee struc- 


Vigo County Commissioners Presi- ture set last year require Alliance 
dent James E. Adams, Mayor P. directors to pay an annual $5,000, 


Pete Chalos, Sycamore Engineer- 
ing Vice President Mike Dinkel, 
Tri-Industries Inc. Chairman Vern 
Hux, Indiana State University 
President Richard Landini, 
Graham Grain President Jack 


which generates an annual Al- 
liance budget of about $200,000. - 

In the past; educational institu- 
tions were allowed representation 
without being assessed a fee. That 


no longer holds true. н 


е. 


ALLIANCE for Growth % Fro4r€s5 


O'Leary cites family ties 
in taking Alli un 


By ғ Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


., Patrick O'Leary, named Tues- 
day ead the Alliance E 
Growth and Progress, cite 

ly ties to Terre Haute and nig 
wish to spur employment in the 
community as his reasons for 
taking the position. 

The 49-year-old Terre Haute 
native plans to begin work today 
as executive director of the 
economic-development organiza- 
tion. 

“For 100 years or so, my 
family's been involved in building 
Terre Haute, whether it be 
sewers or roads or, most recently, 
concrete," he said during a 4 p.m. 
news conference Tuesday at Ap- 
plied Computing Devices. 

O'Leary's grandfather, Patrick, 
came to Terre Haute from Pit- 
tsburgh in 1882 to become a 
building contractor. He was later 
joined by his son, Charles 
Patrick, the father of Patrick. 

O'Leary is a 1954 graduate of 
Wiley. High School and holds a 
bachelors in marketing from 
Indiana University. He is the 
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former president of West t 
Indiana Concrete Supply Corp., 
which he sold in 1985. 

In addition to being Alliance 
executive director, he is president 
of Terre Haute Downtown Park- 
ing Development Corp., where he 
plans to remain, and serves on 
the board of directors of Terre 
Haute First National Bank. 

He is a former president of the 
Committee for Area Progress 
which, along with Grow Terre 
Haute, merged in August 1983 to 
form the Alliance. 

"Mr. O'Learys appointment 
marks a step forward for both the 
Alliance and our community," 
Alliance president John Royse 
said in a prepared statement. "He 
is in a position to help us attract 
new businesses and help the 
Terre Haute Area Chamber of 
Commerce in keeping our exist- 
ing businesses." 

O'Leary cited a strong need for 
employment opportunities for 
Terre Haute's youth. 

"Im not saying we should 
slight the seasoned worker, but 
we have to think about the 
youth," he said, adding that there 
is “no magic or miracles" in 
attracting jobs, just a "steady, on- 
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gang. process.” 
he employer of 500 persons 
usc warrants our most 
sincere efforts in recruiting them 
to Terre Haute, and so does the 
employer of five persons," he said. 

At the same time, "I don't feel 
the present manufacturing com- 
munity can be neglected or 
slighted for ‘the new kid on the 
block,’” he said. 

The former chairman of the 
Indiana Manufacturers Associa- 
tion said he plans to use his 
contacts in that organization as 
well as utilizing members of the 
Alliance’s board of director to 
help attract and retain industry. 

O'Leary cites his tenure on the 
Indiana Labor-Management 
Commission, through appoint- 
ment by Gov. Robert Orr, as 
being a plus in his understanding 
of labor concerns. 

He also said he’s counted up 
more than 25 entities in Terre 
Haute involved in some way with 
economic development. 

In a two-page, typed summary 
of his thoughts on economic 
development, O’Leary said: “In 
west-central Indiana we have 
many positive economic advan- 
tages ... We are in a good 
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geographic location, with an in- 
terstate system linked together 
by an excellent ... state highway 
system to offer unequalled 
transportation to all major 
markets throughout the Midwest. 

“We are near the population 
center of the United States. And 
Indiana workmen’s compensation 
and unemployment compensa- 

'tion rates are very competitive 
‘when compared witn our 
neighboring states. . 

O'Leary replaces "Albert G. 
Smith, who served as executive 
director of the Alliance from 
August 1985 until July 1986. 
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